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A breathtaking showcase featuring contemporary dance
by choreographers from Kentucky, London, Maryland,
San Francisco, Virginia and Wales

On 4 and 5 August, a sizzling double bill of fresh dance from Festival first-timers
takes the stage. Two UK choreographers will present Connections: the Five

Dances score is written by Jenny Jackson, a Sheffield-based composer who
teams up with Welsh choreographer Sue Lewis to produce a dazzling piece of
theatre for Ffin Dance. Award-winning choreographer Gary Lambert returns to
Edinburgh. Informed by experiences drawn from an extensive performance
background, Lambert’s focus and interest is working through the body, where
the devised movement becomes an expressive and physical landscape. It comes
from an interest in the manipulation and physical articulation of the body, as a
reactive response to the images, sound score (Ronen Kozokaro) and environment.

On 6 August the programme changes to works choreographed by US dance
makers: Jenefer Davies, Artistic Director of Washington & Lee University
Repertory Dance Company, Vincent E Thomas, Artistic Director of VTDance,
Rina Van de Kamp, Artistic Director of Daughters of Zion, and award-winning
choreographer Susana B Williams.

Jenefer Davies’s Veil of Ignorance examines a single choice and its lasting
effects on a lifelong journey. The piece explores elements of interdependence,
loss of identity and isolation. These elements are represented by the seeming
blending of two bodies to create the illusion of one torso with many legs and the
joining of one head with two torsos. Subtle illumination, dark translucent
costumes and a brilliant red fabric create the illusion and bring into question
choices and their ramifications. Vincent Thomas mesmerised Edinburgh
audiences with his vibrant solo Frustration in a Martini. He returns to the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe with Come Change, an excerpt from iWitness. This
deeply moving piece contemplates acts of humanity as it considers the past and
present for a hopeful tomorrow.

Daughter of Zion aerial dance company creates work collaboratively, not only
between dancers, aerial apparatus, and sets; but lighting designer and set
designers, too. Their work is organic, coming from within each dancer to reveal
an aspect of character to the audience, taking them on a journey with use of
metaphors and perceived allusion. Susana B Williams returns to Edinburgh with
Queen Moo, a dance of astonishing physical beauty, synchronised to the new age
rhythms of Totem by Gabrielle Roth & The Mirrors. Informed by the books
written by Mayanist Augustus Le Plongeon, this piece tells the story of the
murder of King Coh and Queen Moo by a third brother Prince Aac. The drama
takes place in the land of Mayax in the Yucatan, Mexico during the Can dynasty.
The cultural and religious influence of the Mayans spread over other ancient
nations and traveled to Egypt to give birth to the myth of Isis (Moo) and Osiris
(Coh) on their journey to the underworld. Williams’s choreography will be
performed by five dancers from Washington & Lee University Repertory Dance
Company.

!!!!! Scotsman on Synapsequence by Gary Lambert

‘Ffin dance will blow your socks off’ The Handshake

‘The exquisitely titled Frustration in a Martini is a piece of visual
artistry...’ Edinburgh Guide
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